
 

HARNEY COUNTY 
Planning Department 

  Brandon M. McMullen, Planning Director 

450 N. Buena Vista RM11  

Burns, OR  97720 

Voice: (541) 573-6655   

FAX: (541) 573-2762 

Email: planning@co.harney.or.us 

Website: www.co.harney.or.us 

 

 

 

July 6, 2015  

 

Sage Grouse Rulemaking Hearing 
Oregon Land Conservation and Development Commission 

July 23, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 
Harney County Community Center 

484 N. Broadway 
Burns, OR 

 
Dear Harney County Property Owner:  

 

The purpose of this letter is to alert you as a property owner, with sage grouse habitat, of proposed 

rules being promulgated by the State of Oregon, regulating “large scale development.”  

 

Background  
The Greater Sage Grouse is a species common to the western United States. Over time, much of the 

sagebrush ecosystem needed to maintain a healthy population has suffered. Habitat has eroded as a 

consequence of the introduction of invasive weeds, juniper encroachment, large-scale development, 

wildland fire, and intensive agriculture. Strong concerns about the future of the species have resulted 

in the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) receiving multiple petitions to list the 

Greater Sage Grouse under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA).  

In April 2010, the USFWS determined that protection of Greater Sage Grouse under the ESA was 

warranted. The USFWS did not list sage grouse at that time in order to address other species facing 

greater risk of extinction, but stated its intent to revisit its “Warranted but Precluded” decision. The 

USFWS must still make a determination whether the species should be proposed for ESA listing or 

be removed from the candidate list, which would result in no further consideration by this fall.  

Sage grouse habitat in Oregon includes about 11 million acres distributed across five Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) management districts in seven central and eastern Oregon counties (Baker, 

Crook, Deschutes, Harney, Lake, Malheur and Union). Private lands account for about 21 percent of 

this total while BLM controls about 70 percent. The remaining lands are made up of other public 

agencies including the Oregon Department of State Lands.  

 

Governor’s Office  
Last January, Governor Kitzhaber requested the Oregon Land Conservation and Development 

Commission (LCDC) initiate a rulemaking to address potential conflicts between “large-scale 

development” and sage grouse habitat. The purpose is to address a potential federal listing of the  
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Greater Sage Grouse under the ESA. The Governor’s request follows the work of an interagency 

group called “SageCon,” begun in 2012. SageCon’s goal is to demonstrate that Oregon can put 

together a plan of action that will demonstrate that the federal listing for sage grouse in Oregon is 

unnecessary.  

 

Rulemaking / Public Hearing  
LCDC agreed and appointed a Sage Grouse Rules Advisory Committee (Committee) in March to 

assist the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) in drafting proposed 

rules. The Committee met four times. The rulemaking amends Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR) 

chapter 660, division 23, often referred to as the “Goal Five rule” (Attachment). The rule applies to 

private lands in eastern Oregon that constitute approximately 30 percent of sage grouse habitat. 

LCDC will hold a public hearing to consider adopting the rules on July 23 in Burns at 1:00 p.m. at 

the Harney County Community Center, 484 N. Broadway. DLCD will submit the proposed rule and 

its recommendation at the meeting and anticipates that the commission will adopt the rule after a 

public hearing. Additional information about the hearing and the proposed rule are available at the 

department website at http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/Pages/SageGrouseRulemaking.aspx.  

 

Adoption  
If adopted, State law requires the seven eastern Oregon counties, including Harney, to implement 

them.1  
1The proposed rule (OAR 660-023-0115) focuses on lands designated for farm and forest use, 

and will be directly applicable to local decisions upon its effective date, currently expected to be late 

August.  

 

 

Contacts  
For more information about the draft rules, please contact Jon Jinings, DLCD Community Services 

Specialist at 541-325-6928, jon.jinings@state.or.us; or Brandon McMullen, Harney County Planning 

Director at (541) 573-6655, Brandon.mcmullen@co.harney.or.us.  

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Brandon McMullen 

Harney County Planning Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment:  

Sage Grouse Draft Rulemaking 
 

 

                                                           
1  ORS 197.646(3). https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/lawsstatutes/2013ors197.html  
 


